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to see." He went, he said, " to nourish love " ;
and full of hopeful anticipation, Henry on a great
courser ambled over Gad's Hill from Gravesend to
Rochester soon after dawn on New Year's Day
1540, with Sir Anthony Browne, his Master of the
Horse, on one side, and Sir John Russell on the
other. It was in accordance with the chivalrous
tradition that this should be done, and that the
lady should pretend to be extremely surprised
when she was informed who her visitor was; so
that Anne must have made a fair guess as to what
was coming when Sir Anthony Browne, riding a
few hundred yards ahead of his master, entered
her presence, and, kneeling, told her that he had
brought a New Year's gift for her. When the
courtier raised his eyes and looked critically upon
the lady before him, experienced as he was in
Henry's tastes, " he was never more dismayed
in his life to see her so far unlike that which was
reported." l
Anne was about twenty-four years of age, but
looked older, and her frame was large, bony, and
masculine, which in the facial portraits that had
been sent to Henry was not indicated, and her
large, low-German features, deeply pitted with
the ravages of smallpox, were, as Browne knew, the
very opposite of the type of beauty which would
be likely to stimulate a gross, unwholesome volup-
tuary of nearly fifty. So, with a sinking heart,
he went back to his master, not daring to prepare
him for what was before him by any hint of dis-
paragement of the bride. As soon as Henry
1 Deposition of Sir A. Browne.    (Calendar Henry VIII., vol. 14, 2.)